
January 26,  2023 

News On The Horizon 
From the desk of our Executive Director, Mrs. Cantrell 

 

Dear HAW Community, 

Thursday greetings!  So, no snow in the Metro this week.  I must say that I was a little disappointed.  I would 

take the snow over the cold temperatures.  Spring will be here soon.  Please continue to send coats, hats, and 

gloves each day.  And don’t forget to label them with your child’s name.    

Do you have a reluctant reader at your house?  Our middle child did not like to read and we tried everything to 

promote the love of reading.  Here are a few suggestions (compiled from teachers and reading specialists).   

Audio Books downloaded to a tablet or device.  Listening to books exposes children to new 

vocabulary and models good fluency.  You can download books from libraries and free Apps in 

addition to the paid Apps that are available.   

Utilize search engines on ala.org (American Library Association) or Barnes and Noble or Amazon and 

search for your child’s interests (books about sports, cars, dance, wrestling, weather, science).  

Other searches could include “favorite children’s books of 2022” or “Newberry winners” or 

“Caldecott books”.   

Pick a family read-aloud and have each person in your family take a turn reading.  Even if you find 

yourself with only 15-20 minutes at the end of a day, it can instill a love of reading.  My own kids 

still talk about the books we read as a family.   

Read the book before seeing the movie.  There are many children’s books that have been made into 

movies.  It is always a fun activity to compare and contrast characters, plot, theme, and setting.  

Which one did you like better and why? 

I wish you a wonderful weekend.  We appreciate your partnership.   

Sincerely,  

Mrs. Cantrell    
HORIZON ACADEMY WEST BEARS PLEDGE 

HAW B.E.A.R.S.  

Be brave in everything you do 
Eager to learn 
Achieve your best  
Respect yourself, others, and your environment 
Show kindness to all 





GENERAL INFORMATION AND REMINDERS: 

• Dollar Demin Days- 10/13, 10/27, 11/10, 12/1, 12/15, 1/5, 1/19, 2/2, 2/16, 3/2, 4/13, 4/27, 5/11. 
More information below. Students can pay $1.00 and wear jeans. Contact Mrs. Andrea if 
assistance is needed.  

• T-Shirt Tuesday for this semester are 1/10, 1/24, 2/14, 2/21, 3/7, 4/18, and 5/2. Students can 
pay $1.00 and wear any appropriate t-shirt. Contact Mrs. Andrea if assistance is needed. 

• Let Mrs. Andrea know if you need any resources related to financial hardship, housing, or 
employment, etc. at agallegos@hawest.net 

• January lunch menu is on our website, under ‘Resources’. Due to supply chain delays, menu items 
may be occasionally substituted. 

• Our lottery for new students is now open. The link is on our website. This is for new students 
wanting to join HAW next year.  

• PTO Father-Daughter Dance on February 9th. See flyer below. 

• We have new jackets and backpacks available for students. Please contact Mrs. Andrea if needed. 

• Save the date: Spring picture day– February 27th– students can be out of uniform 

• Please encourage your child/children to look in the lost and found located in the cafeteria. 
Parents are also welcomed to do so by checking in at the office.  

NEWS FROM OUR REGISTRAR, ADA GALLEGOS 

Dear HAW Families, 

 

We are using a new security system to check students in & out. This new system requires an ID. You 
must have your ID when checking out your child/children.  This applies to anyone (including parents) 
picking up students anytime before dismissal. 

Please make sure to check in your student in the front office when dropping them off after 7:50. If 
the teacher has already taken attendance and they have been marked absent, we can correct this 
information once you have checked them in, otherwise their attendance information will not be 
accurate.  

Thank you for your understanding, cooperation and support. 

Flu Season is Here! 

Parents please keep a closer watch on your kiddos as there are many germs and 
illnesses going around this time of year. Flu symptoms are sudden and severe 

including high fevers, chills and body aches. Please keep your child home if they 
have fever, ongoing coughing, diarrhea, vomiting or pink eye. It is highly 

recommended that you send your student with Chapstick. We have so many 
friends with bleeding chapped lips. As always, I have Covid-19 testing here on 

campus and home test kits are available. Please reach out if this is something you 
are interested in. If you have any questions or concerns please call 505-998-0459 
ext 142 or email hoffice@hawest.net. Thank you for your cooperation and support 

with staying healthy here at Horizon Academy West! 

mailto:agallegos@hawest.net
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ILLUMINATING INTERVENTION 

 

If you’ve ever studied a foreign language, chances are someone has asked you whether you are 
fluent. We usually mean this to say that we are comfortable in reading, speaking, and writing the 
language, comparable to a native speaker. But did you know that this concept of fluency isn’t just 
limited to learning a second language? So why is math fact fluency important?   

 

In many ways learning math is sort of like learning another language. For children, it’s all about 
constructing knowledge of numbers and the many ways they work together in the real world. When 
we take a step back, we can truly understand the enormous undertaking of learning math from 
scratch! To be comfortable working with numbers and completing math operations, one must become 
fluent in the language of math. Children must build their number sense in order to make sense of the 
numerical world. In other words, kids need to build math fluency.  

 

It probably goes without saying that kids need ample practice if they are to build any skill, whether 
it’s reading or math. But when it comes to math, it’s a lot like learning a new language. To learn a 
language, it’s important to be exposed to native speakers, and immersive techniques are used at 
HAW to help kids dive into the language and practice using it constantly.  

 

Similarly, it’s important to reinforce math facts with consistent practice through lessons at home 
and in school. Most educators already know that teaching a concept once is not enough for a student 
to learn it. Though kids may seem to understand a concept at first glance, when it’s time for them to 
perform the same operation, they might forget, or fall short. That means plenty of time must be 
allotted to practice math, and parents can mix in math lessons and practice into a child’s everyday 
routine when given a little forethought.  

 

For example, daily math exercises can be as simple as:  

• Practicing math at the grocery store while buying items 

• Using fractions while cooking or baking at home 

• Keeping math manipulatives on hand and engaging during playtime  

• Play family learning games that include math 

Building a daily or nightly routine that features frequent math practice 

We can work together to keep fact fluency fresh. It’s always a good time to talk about numbers with 
your child! 

 

Mrs. LaBarre 

HAW Reading/Math Interventionist K-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ATTENDANCE REMINDER-TARDY NOTICE 

The cafeteria door and back gate close at 7:50am. Students who arrive after that time will need to be 
brought to the office and signed-in by an adult. They will be marked tardy in our database. Our 
instructional day starts at 7:45 with breakfast. When students arrive late, they miss important 
components of starting their day. If you and your child arrive during announcements you will be asked 
to wait until they are done to sign-in. Please note that arrival time is from 7:35-7:50am. Students can 
be walked to the front cafeteria door or dropped off in the back using the two driving lanes.   

Thank you. 

HAW BEARS IN THE COMMUNITY 

We love sharing the great things our students are doing in the community. It is especially nice when 
we can relate it to our BEARS PLEDGE. If you would like to share information about your child in our 
newsletter, email information and photo to agallegos@hawest.net. 

 

Jordan had a successful day ice fishing at Hopewell Lake. Look at the size of the fish he caught! This 
is encouraging to get out and enjoy all that NM has to offer!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KINDERGARTEN COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT 

Kindergarten is collecting pop tabs to support Ronald McDonald House. 

Please send tabs from soda cans, vegetable cans, soups cans etc…in a jar or bag. The collection will 
continue until March (Spring Break). 

Thank you for your time and support. 
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PTO INFORMATION 

 

Don't forget to get your tickets for the Daddy-Daughter Dance! Please return the bottom of the 
flyer regardless of how you are paying. Payments accepted are cash or Square. If you use the square 
link for payment, please use your child’s first and last name at check out, and please include a phone 
number or email just in case we have questions.  

We can’t wait for this fun filled night!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEWS FROM THE ART ROOM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from the art room! Hello everyone I hope 
you all had a fabulous week. The students have 
been working on winter themed art projects this 

whole month❄. Here’s a picture of a rainbow 
wall in the art room with  Mrs. Flores’ 2nd grade 
class’ Snowmen on the bottom row, Mrs. 
Blackshear’s fourth grade class’ Northern lights 
in the middle row, and Ms. Lacey’s first grade 
class’ cute walruses on the top row!  

For the artist of the week I chose  the polar bears 
that kindergarten has worked on : Sienna Marquez, 
from Mrs. Stoffan‘s kindergarten class, Amora 
Martinez-Munoz, from Mrs. Rodriguez‘s 
kindergarten class and Ava Menchaca from Mrs. 

Gutierrez’s kindergarten class    

I hope everyone has a fabulous and creative week! 

Ms. Whatley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Horizon Academy West yearbooks can be ordered online. 

Go to www.YBPay.com    

Yearbook ID code: 14590623 
Email lstoffan@hawest.net if you have any questions.  

 

 

http://www.YBPay.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information and to enroll visit the New Mexico Public Education 
Department website at  

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/free-tutoring-sign-up/ 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE  

 

Staff birthdays for the month of January were celebrated with this delicious cake from Wranglin’ 
Cakes. Thank you to our Sunshine Committee for all that you do! 
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