
January 12 ,  2023 

News On The Horizon 
From the desk of our Executive Director, Mrs. Cantrell 

 

Dear HAW Community, 

Thursday greetings!  I do hope your week has been a good one.  I must say that as a parent and an educator, I 

am deeply saddened to talk about violence in schools across the country.  But we can’t ignore it.  We work hard 

to provide a safe and supportive environment for our students and staff.  We have guidelines and plans in case 

of any emergency.  We model solving problems and conflict using our words.  We appreciate the support and 

communication with our school families as we continue to do what it takes to keep our learning environment 

safe and secure.  As kids are sometimes exposed to news and radio stories about violence in schools, they often 

have questions and concerns.  I included a flyer with some practical ways to begin those hard discussions at 

home.         

The 2023-2024 Lottery Application for “new” students is now open and on our website.  This includes all of our 

existing preschool students and any new students that would like to attend HAW next year, at all other grade 

levels.  Current students will be sent an “intent to return” form in March and do not need to fill out the lottery 

application.  Please share with your neighbors and friends.  If you have any questions, please call our office.   

Just a reminder, Monday, January 16 is a holiday and there is NO School.  Our school calendar is posted on our 

Website for your convenience.  Enjoy the extra day!   

Thank you for choosing Horizon Academy West Charter School.  Let us know what we can do to support your 

family.   

Sincerely,  

Mrs. Cantrell    
HORIZON ACADEMY WEST BEARS PLEDGE 

HAW B.E.A.R.S.  

Be brave in everything you do 
Eager to learn 
Achieve your best  
Respect yourself, others, and your environment 
Show kindness to all 





GENERAL INFORMATION AND REMINDERS: 

• Dollar Demin Days- 10/13, 10/27, 11/10, 12/1, 12/15, 1/5, 1/19, 2/2, 2/16, 3/2, 4/13, 4/27, 5/11. 
More information below. Students can pay $1.00 and wear jeans. Contact Mrs. Andrea if 
assistance is needed.  

• T-Shirt Tuesday for this semester are 1/10, 1/24, 2/14, 2/21, 3/7, 4/18, and 5/2. Students can 
pay $1.00 and wear any appropriate t-shirt. Contact Mrs. Andrea if assistance is needed. 

• Let Mrs. Andrea know if you need any resources related to financial hardship, housing, or 
employment, etc. at agallegos@hawest.net 

• January lunch menu is on our website, under ‘Resources’. Due to supply chain delays, menu items 
may be occasionally substituted. 

• Our lottery for new students is now open. The link is on our website. This is for new students 
wanting to join HAW next year.  

• January 16th– NO SCHOOL 

• Family Math Night on January 18th. More information on flyer below.  

• Save the date: PTO Father-Daughter Dance on February 9th. More information to come. 

• We have new jackets and backpacks available for students. Please contact Mrs. Andrea if needed. 

NEWS FROM OUR REGISTRAR, ADA GALLEGOS 

Dear HAW Families, 

 

We are using a new security system to check students in & out. This new system requires an ID. You 
must have your ID when checking out your child/children.  This applies to anyone (including parents) 
picking up students anytime before dismissal. 

Please make sure to check in your student in the front office when dropping them off after 7:50. If 
the teacher has already taken attendance and they have been marked absent, we can correct this 
information once you have checked them in, otherwise their attendance information will not be 
accurate.  

Thank you for your understanding, cooperation and support. 

 

 

Flu Season is Here! 

Parents please keep a closer watch on your kiddos as there are many germs and 
illnesses going around this time of year. Flu symptoms are sudden and severe 

including high fevers, chills and body aches. Please keep your child home if they 
have fever, ongoing coughing, diarrhea, vomiting or pink eye. It is highly 

recommended that you send your student with Chapstick. We have so many 
friends with bleeding chapped lips. As always, I have Covid-19 testing here on 

campus and home test kits are available. Please reach out if this is something you 
are interested in. If you have any questions or concerns please call 505-998-0459 
ext 142 or email hoffice@hawest.net. Thank you for your cooperation and support 

with staying healthy here at Horizon Academy West! 

mailto:agallegos@hawest.net
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ILLUMINATING INTERVENTION 

A new year begins and we return to many of the routines that are awaiting us! Some of our goals will be the 
same while others bring newness, change and purpose. As your child returns to school this year the routines 
and rigor begin. One routine that brings the students, parents and teachers together is homework. Below you 
will find 8 ways why appropriate levels of homework can be good and how you can ease stress, and turn 
homework from a “task” to showing your child how important homework is in the learning process now and for 
the future. 

• Develops Your Memory - For a student that is slightly below their academic grade level it takes 18 
repetitions to learn and retain new information! Extra practice can allow a student to develop a better 
memory and incorporate new skills using repetition. 

• Build Suitable Study Habits - Study habits include planning study hours, sitting, a designated area to 
learn and focusing on meaningful goals. 

• Learn Time Management - To finish tasks on time, one needs to prioritize activities and plan them. You 
can make a list of things you need to do and prioritize them accordingly. This helps in accomplishing more work 
in a limited time. Homework encourages your child to use time wisely. 

• Realize Personal Responsibility - Your homework provides you with a sense of responsibility for your 
assignments. This makes you accountable to finish them in time and finish them with your best effort. 

• Learn How to Work Independently - You may consider your memory and understanding to be right when 
learning something at school. At home, you will apply the concepts that you learned in class. This is a test for 
your knowledge and problem-solving skills when studying on your own. Studying will help you will learn about 
your abilities and new methods to complete your work. These challenges will develop your brain to solve more 
complex problems in life. 

• Learn to Use Resources and Research Better - With research skills, you will be ready to take on life in 
the future and save a lot of time by not depending on others. Homework helps you learn to use resources, 
such as libraries, reference materials, and computer Web sites to find information. 

Homework gives an opportunity for parents to monitor their children’s academic progress - 
Throughout the years, research studies have consistently shown that parental involvement in a child’s 
learning is an important factor in determining a child’s achievement in school. Homework allows parents 
to have an active role in their child’s education and helps them to evaluate and monitor their child’s 
progress. It encourages parents to spark your child’s enthusiasm and encourages communication with 
what their child is learning. Moreover, the process of doing homework also provides an extra venue for 
parents to interact and bond with their child. 

Homework allows children to recap their skills, concepts and information that they have learned in 
class - Students get to practice on what they have learned and apply it in their homework. This 
continuous process of recap and application would provide a stronger reinforcement regarding the 
information and would allow for a stronger retention of information and make learning more efficient. 

 
Here are some Homework Tips can try at home: 

 

Make sure your child has a quiet, well-lit place to do homework.  
Be positive about homework.  
Help your child with time management.  
When your child asks for help, provide guidance, not answers.  
When the teacher asks that you play a role in homework, do it.  
If homework is meant to be done by your child alone, stay away.  
Help your child figure out what is hard homework and what is easy homework.  
Watch your child for signs of failure and frustration. 
Reward progress in homework. 
Need help? Google, “Homework Support Programs” and see what is a good fit for your family! 

 
Together we can build the future! 
Mae Heermann 
HAW Reading/Math Interventionist K-2 
 



ATTENDANCE REMINDER-TARDY NOTICE 

The cafeteria door and back gate close at 7:50am. Students who arrive after that time will need to be 
brought to the office and signed-in by an adult. They will be marked tardy in our database. Our 
instructional day starts at 7:45 with breakfast. When students arrive late, they miss important 
components of starting their day. If you and your child arrive during announcements you will be asked 
to wait until they are done to sign-in. Please note that arrival time is from 7:35-7:50am. Students can 
be walked to the front cafeteria door or dropped off in the back using the two driving lanes.   

Thank you. 

HAW BEARS IN THE COMMUNITY 

We love sharing the great things our students are doing in the community. It is especially nice when 
we can relate it to our BEARS PLEDGE. If you would like to share information about your child in our 
newsletter, email information and photo to agallegos@hawest.net. 

KINDERGARTEN COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT 

Kindergarten is collecting pop tabs to support Ronald McDonald House. 

Please send tabs from soda cans, vegetable cans, soups cans etc…in a jar or bag. The collection will 
continue until March (Spring Break). 

Thank you for your time and support. 

 

 

 

STUDENT COUNCIL UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are sponsoring a free receipt scanning service! Every 
Boxtop earns a dime for our school! Believe it or not those 
dimes add up. Currently, we have collected $146.90. Keep 

sending your Boxtop$ receipts   to Room 207. 

We are organizing a School-wide Spirit week coming up on 
the week of Jan 23rd. 

It is The Great Kindness Challenge! Every day, students are 
challenged to do something kind by helping others! They 
may also get into the kindness spirit by dressing up: 

Monday the 23rd-Wear different colored socks and/or 
shoes! 

Tuesday the 24th-Hats & t-shirt Tuesday 

Wednesday the 25th- Wear a team Jersey! 

Thursday the 26th-Wear school gear (t-shirts & hoodies) 

So mark your calendars, get into the school spirit, & sprinkle 
some kindness! 
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NEWS FROM COACH BOWKER IN THE GYM 

 

Kinder- is working on the importance of teamwork and following directions, while participating in the 
Tow Truck Relay Race this week.  

1st-5th has been working on Dodgeball in class.  Dodgeball is a fun and accessible team sport that 
develops the core skills of throwing, catching, movement and agility.  These games also improve 
concentration levels, team-building skills and cardiovascular workouts.  Since December, these 
classes have learned three different dodgeball games in PE.  Detective Dodgeball, Bench Dodgeball 
and Dr. Dodgeball… ask you kiddo to explain these games to you!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BEARS BUCKS IN ACTION 

 

This week we had students use their “Mr. Steve’s helper” coupon that they purchased with BEAR 
BUCKS.  Their project was to help him hang a white board and a lamp in the computer lab. They 
received a special apron and tool from Mr. Steve.  The BEARS STORE will be open again on January 
24th. 

GO BEARS!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE ART ROOM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello everyone, I hope you had a fabulous week!! 
We have been very busy in the art room. First 
grade have been creating their winter penguins. 
Here are the penguins from Ms. Viloria's and 

Mrs. Cordova‘s class! Great job students     

Next, third grade has been working on 
their abstract names, and here is  Mrs. 
Keeling’s third grade class, I think they 

came out amazingly! ❤️ 

Lastly, for the Artist of The Week, Kindergarten 
learned about  Pop Art and made their pop art hand 
prints! I picked Nayeli Solis from Mrs. Stoffan’s 
kindergarten class, America Galicia and Ayden 
Tafoya from Mrs. Breezee’s kindergarten 

class!  Great job students!   











 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information and to enroll visit the New Mexico Public Education 
Department website at  

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/free-tutoring-sign-up/ 

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/free-tutoring-sign-up/





