
October 5,  2022 

News On The Horizon 
From the desk of our Executive Director, Mrs. Cantrell 

 

Dear HAW Community, 

What a rainy day today.  Of course, it is Balloon Fiesta time.  I told the kiddos that we definitely needed to 

spread some sunshine in the building today.  It was a short week, but a great week at HAW.   

Do you shop Amazon?  Did you know that you can select Parent Teacher Organization Horizon Academy West 

in order to earn money for our school?  Create an account or Sign into smile.amazon.com on your desktop or 

mobile phone.  From your desktop go to Your Account and select our school.  Be sure to select Parent Teacher 

Organization Horizon Academy West.  Thank you for your support! 

I know I sound like a broken record, but we are always looking for a few great substitute teachers.  We use 
ACES as our service.  Once you are certified through ACES, you receive notifications of jobs posted daily.  If you 
are interested, please reach out to ACES at substitutes@nmaces.org.  There is more information listed on their 
Website nmaces.org as well.  Thank you for your consideration.   

Just a reminder that tomorrow is a professional development day for teachers and staff (no school for students) 

and Monday is a day off as we honor Indigenous Peoples’ Day.  Enjoy the Fall Break with your family.  Our 

calendar is posted on our Website for reference throughout the year.  

We appreciate your patience and attention to safety at arrival and dismissal.  Patience is always the name of 

the game.  A huge shout-out to our teachers and staff who keep everyone safe and who work hard to ensure a 

smooth and efficient process.  We added some traffic cones to the back lot to help with definitive lanes.  Our 

team is currently reviewing our processes and procedures.  If it is necessary to make any changes, those will be 

communicated in our upcoming newsletters.      

Thank you for your continued partnership and sharing your child(ren) with us each day.  Let me know what I 

can do for you.   

Sincerely,  

Mrs. Cantrell    
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GENERAL INFORMATION AND REMINDERS: 

• Dollar Demin Days- 10/13, 10/27, 11/10, 12/1, 12/15, 1/5, 1/19, 2/2, 2/16, 3/2, 4/13, 4/27, 5/11. 
More information below. 

• T-Shirt Tuesday for this semester are 8/30,  9/13, 10/18,  11/15 and 12/20. More information  
below 

• Let Ms. Andrea know if you need any resources related to financial hardship, housing, or 
employment, etc. at agallegos@hawest.net 

• October lunch menu is on our website, under ‘Resources’. Due to supply chain delays, menu items 
may be occasionally substituted. 

• Thank you for using the crosswalks in the front during arrival and dismissal. Please continue to 
walk your child to the blue doors when dropping them off. This is for the safety of our students, 
families, and staff. 

• During dismissal the back gate opens at 3:00 and closes at 3:45. Please plan accordingly. Your 
patience and respect is appreciated to ensure everyone is safe while students are dismissed 
from school. You will see added cones in the back to help with this process. 

• Please encourage your child to check the lost and found for any missing items. It is located in our 
cafeteria. We plan on donating unclaimed items to Joy Junction. 

• Save the Date: Science Night- Thursday, October 13, 2022 6:00-7:30. See flyer below. 

• NO SCHOOL THURSDAY 10/6 AND MONDAY 10/10.  

BEAR BUCKS AND THE SCHOOL STORE 

 

UPDATE: Today students heard about this program during morning announcements and more 
information was provided while they ate lunch. On Monday each student will receive an envelope to 
keep their BEAR BUCKS safely in their backpack. It is the student’s responsibility to keep track of 
the BEAR BUCKS they earn. Starting next week, staff will start giving BEAR BUCKS to students who 
demonstrate kind, prosocial behavior. Again, this is related to our BEARS PLEDGE and is a way for 
individual students to be accountable for their behavior and be recognized. Students may receive a 
BEAR BUCK from a duty teacher, a pullout teacher, office staff, as well as any teacher. It is not 
restricted to their classroom. Our hope is that our BEARS PLEDGE qualities are generalized across 
the various school settings. We are organizing the store items, working on advertising, and plan on 
having NOVEMBER 1st as the opening day for the school store. More information will be shared as we 
get closer to November 1st. 

Please contact Mrs. Andrea or Ms. Hodges if you have any questions. Thank you! 

  HORIZON ACADEMY WEST BEARS PLEDGE 

HAW B.E.A.R.S.  

Be brave in everything you do 
Eager to learn 
Achieve your best  
Respect yourself, others, and your environment 
Show kindness to all 

mailto:agallegos@hawest.net


ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

Parents/Guardians,  

We appreciate your dedication to ensuring that your child(ren) attend school daily and arrive on time, 
ready to learn. 

As you reviewed in the Parent-Student Handbook, the Attendance for Success Act provides 
information about attendance. Please note that absences are excused when notification is provided to 
our office for student illness, limited family emergencies, family deaths, medical, health or legal 
appointments, suspensions, religious holidays, Native American cultural events as stated by the Pueblo 
Governors, deployment of a military parent, limited extenuating circumstances as approved in advance 
by the Director (or designee).  Unexcused absences occur when the school is not notified and/or 
related to non-school sponsored activities or trips, family vacations outside of the normally scheduled 
school breaks, nonapproved cultural days.   

As our attendance team monitors attendance, we will contact families to address any patterns, 
barriers, and work towards prevention and intervention plans as needed.  In extreme situations when 
student attendance doesn’t improve families may be referred to state agencies for more resources.  

Please feel free to call or email me at agallegos@hawest.net for any attendance questions or 
concerns. I truly believe we can work together to provide the BEST education for your child(ren).  

When your student is going to be absent from school please do the following: 

1. Let the teacher know via class communication app (classtag, remind, class dojo etc) 

2. Call the office at 998-0459 and leave a message on the attendance line.  

  Include:  

   1. Parent name 

   2. Student name and grade 

   3. Reason for absence 

3. If email is preferred, email agallegos@hawest.net  
  Include 

   1. Attendance in the subject line  

   2. Student name and grade 

   3. Reason for absence 

Thank you for your partnership and support. 

Andrea Gallegos 

Dean of Students. 

ATTENDANCE UPDATE-TARDY NOTICE 

Starting Tuesday, October 11th, the cafeteria door and back gate will close at 7:50am. Students who 
arrive after that time will need to be brought to the office and signed-in by an adult. They will be 
marked as tardy in our database. Our instructional day starts at 7:45 with breakfast. When students 
arrive late, they miss important components of starting their day. If you and your child arrive during 
announcements you will be asked to wait until they are done to sign-in. Please note that arrival time is 
from 7:35-7:50am. Students can be walked to the front cafeteria door or dropped off in the back 
using the two driving lanes.   

Thank you. 
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Hello HAW families, 

In order to continue our partnership in your child’s education and prioritizing the importance of 
students attending school with minimal absences, I will be sharing information about attendance 
periodically throughout the year. I hope you find it beneficial!  

Thank you, 

Mrs. Andrea Gallegos 



HAW BEARS IN THE COMMUNITY 

We love sharing the great things our students are doing in the community. It is especially nice when 
we can relate it to our BEARS PLEDGE. If you would like to share information about your child in our 
newsletter, email information and photo to agallegos@hawest.net 

STAFF SPOTLIGHT 

We would like to share information about our wonderful teachers and staff. This week the spotlight 
is on our First Grade Team. From left to right: Ms. Viloria, Ms. Lacey, Mrs. Perea, and Mrs. Cordova. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Math, First Grade is working hard on addition and subtraction concepts.  

In English Language Arts, First Grade is working on digraphs and blends in phonics. Students are 
reading lots of interesting facts about fall. In writing, the focus is on using capital letters at the 
beginning of our sentences and ending them with appropriate punctuation.  

 

WE APPRECIATE OUR FIRST GRADE TEAM FOR ALL THEY DO FOR OUR STUDENTS! 
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COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

 

         Pastor Gabriel Valenzuela at Community Bible Baptist Church (3030 Todos Santos– 
across from the school) has graciously reached out to us and has offered the parking lot of 
church for us to use during drop off, dismissal, and events. The only day we are unable to use 
the parking lot is Wednesdays. As we build this relationship with Pastor Gabriel, please be 
respectful of his facility and property. We look forward to seeing him around our school 
events. See information below about an upcoming event at Community Bible Baptist Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        We are in a great partnership with Halo Technologies and Security, LLC. They are 
currently working on updating our security system. We appreciate their customer service and 
their dedication to safety! 



ILLUMINATING INTERVENTION 

 

Is your child getting enough sleep to do well in school? Here are some sleep guides that might help 
you answer that question.  
• Preschoolers (3 to 5 years old): 10 to 13 hours, with naps. 
• Elementary school-aged (6 to 12 years old): 9 to 12 hours. 
Sleep is essential for your child’s growth and development. When children are rested, they are more 
likely to stay focused, store memories, think sequentially, and maintain positive social relationships, 
all of which are important for success at school. The best way you can help your kids get enough 
sleep for school is by establishing healthy and consistent sleep routines every night that will lead to 
quality sleep. You can help your student get the sleep they need by establishing healthy sleep habits. 
Here are a few sleep routine ideas: 
 
• Establish a firm bedtime every night. Be consistent. 
• Provide opportunities to unwind. A puzzle, board game, or good book can help them to relax. 
• Avoid screen time and caffeine before bed. Turning off electronics at least one hour before 
bedtime will minimize the chances of disrupted sleep. Also, caffeine is a stimulant that can prevent 
kids from falling and staying asleep. 
• Create a comfortable sleeping environment. Reserve the bed for only sleeping, keep the room at 
a comfortable temperature and dark. 
 
Once you’ve established a bedtime ritual, stick to it every night. When bedtime routines are 
predictable, kids are more likely to cooperate because they know what’s coming next. Healthy sleep 
routines can encourage them to fall asleep earlier and stay asleep longer. 
A good night of sleep ensures the proper brain function necessary for concentrating in the 
classroom, regulating emotions, and sustaining energy for the day. When your child is well-rested, 
they will have an easier (and more enjoyable) time learning. As a bonus, if your school-aged kid is 

getting enough sleep, you might sleep better, too!       
Together we can build the future! 
 
Mae Heermann 
HAW Reading/Math Interventionist K-2 
 

 

CHROMEBOOKS  

We are working on updating all Chromebooks. We started issuing Chromebooks to students and will 
continue to do so as they are ready. Students in grades K-5th are to keep and use them at home for 
the remainder of the school year. We hope to get this completed by the end of October. If you are 
in need of a Chromebook now to complete school assignments at home or if you have any questions 

about using the Chromebook at home, please email Ms. Jamie at jmontano@hawest.net.  
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T-SHIRT TUESDAY 

T-shirt Tuesday takes place once a month. Students may wear any school appropriate T-Shirt with 
their uniform bottoms for a donation of $1.00. T-Shirt Tuesday is separate from dollar denim days 
and the funds are collected from our Sunshine Committee and not PTO. There is not a pre-pay option 
for T-shirt Tuesday so please send in $1.00 with your child each time they participate in a T-Shirt 
Tuesday. This is optional and the funds go to our Sunshine Committee which benefits events, special 
occasions, and school needs for our staff. If your child would like to participate in a T-shirt Tuesday 
but you are in need of financial assistance, please contact Andrea Gallegos at agallegos@hawest.net 
or 998-0459 ext 107. 

Dates for T-Shirt Tuesday for this semester are 8/30,  9/13,  10/18,  11/15 and 12/20. 

Thank you, 

Sunshine Committee 

INFORMATION FROM MRS. SERNA ABOUT STUDENT COUNCIL 

Hello Families, 

Our school is a BoxTop$ school. Please download the app, pick our school, and scan your receipts.   

 

 

 

 

Student Council starts in October. Grades 3rd-5th are voting for their class representative and 
alternate. Once Student Council starts in Oct., we are going to offer a free scanning service for 
BoxTop$ to boost participation. We will give each class a baggie and kids can bring their receipts and 
we’ll scan them! 

THANK YOU! 

The Kindergarteners are taking their monthly Istation test in the classroom thanks to a donation of 
mice from Ian King, of the King Law Firm.  Mr. King donated 30 mice to Mrs. Breezee’s class, so that 
the class can utilize their Chromebooks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



UPDATE FROM MRS. SERNA 

The Gifted Class participated in The Hispanic Heritage Month Art Contest. Students are picking a 
famous Hispanic person to research, and designing a brochure of a Hispanic Country.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are so proud to announce that one of our 5th graders, Camille, won 2nd place for the state-wide 
Hispanic Heritage Youth Art Contest sponsored by Sandia National Laboratories, Kirtland Air Force 
Base, NNSA Sandia Site Office, and NNSA ABQ Complex !  

 

 

 

 

  

PICTURE RE-TAKES  

Lifetouch will be at our school on Thursday, October 27, 2022 to do re-takes or if your child was 
absent or is new to our school. If you have any questions about the pictures you received or re-takes 
please contact Lifetouch.  

 

 

 










