
September 1,  2022 

News On The Horizon 
From the desk of our Executive Director, Mrs. Cantrell 

Dear HAW Community, 

Happy September!  It was a great week of teaching and learning.  There is so much to celebrate each week.  

Beginning next week, we will showcase that teaching and learning as often as possible on Facebook.  Check for 

new posts often throughout the month.   

We continue to focus on respect of ourselves, others, and our school environment.  And we are all learning and 

doing our best.  There are a few areas that we ask for your support at home.  This week we discussed respect of 

our restrooms and our cafeteria.  Unfortunately, there was writing on the stalls and trash thrown on the 

restroom floor (both boys and girls) and lots of food, napkins, and trash on the cafeteria floor.  Please take 

some time to remind your child(ren) to respect all areas of our school and if he or she sees or hears something 

to tell an adult.   

Testing results from last Spring’s MSSA testing should be released within the next few weeks.  My sneak peek 

was very encouraging.  This was the first time this particular assessment was used to measure learning for math 

and reading (grades 3, 4, 5) and so this is called our baseline year.  Parents will receive a hard copy of individual 

results, general school-wide results as compared to the state-wide results, and how we use that data to inform 

our teaching and learning for this year.  I am excited to share more information soon.  

Please note, School pictures are coming up on September 12.  Ordering is completed Online through Lifetouch.  

Thanks! 

I hope you are all able to enjoy the long Labor Day weekend.  Thank you for choosing Horizon Academy West.  

See you all Tuesday!       

Sincerely,  

Mrs. Cantrell    



GENERAL INFORMATION AND REMINDERS: 

• PTO– Dollar Demin Days-  9/8, 9/22, 10/13, 10/27, 11/10, 12/1, 12/15, 1/5, 1/19, 2/2, 2/16, 3/2, 
4/13, 4/27, 5/11. See more information on the PTO page below. 

• Let Ms. Andrea know if you need assistance with school uniforms or if you are able to donate new 
or gently used uniforms at agallegos@hawest.net 

• September lunch menu is on our website, under ‘Resources’. Due to supply chain delays, menu 
items may be occasionally substituted. 

• CREW is currently full and not accepting students at this time.  

• Thank you for using the crosswalks during drop off an pick up. Please continue to walk your child 
to the blue doors when dropping off. This is for the safety of our students, families, and staff. 

• During dismissal the back gate opens at 3:00 and closes at 3:45. Please plan accordingly.  

• September 5th– Labor Day– NO SCHOOL 

THE BEARS PLEDGE! 

Here at Horizon Academy West we are PROUD to be BEARS!! We recite our BEARS PLEDGE 
everyday during announcements and strive to model the pledge and teach our students how to 
demonstrate the BEARS PLEDGE at school and in the community.  GO BEARS!! 

Mrs. Andrea Gallegos 

Dean of Students 

 

 

 

HORIZON ACADEMY WEST BEARS 
PLEDGE 

HAW B.E.A.R.S.  

Be brave in everything you do 
Eager to learn 
Achieve your best  
Respect yourself, others, and your 
environment 
Show kindness to all 

BEARS BONUS 

Fourth grade students in Mrs. Blackshear’s class worked hard to color in their Bear Bonus poster. A 
couple students represented their class and colored in a piece of our Big Bear Puzzle. We are 
planning a pizza party for their class to celebrate! GO BEARS!! 

 

 

 

mailto:agallegos@hawest.net


HAW BEARS IN THE COMMUNITY 

We love sharing the great things our students are doing in the community. It is especially nice when 
we can relate it to our BEARS PLEDGE. If you would like to share information about your child in our 
newsletter, email information and photo to agallegos@hawest.net 

 

Eva enjoys being out in the community cheering for local football teams. She is doing a great job 
keeping up with practice, homework, and getting rest. Way to go Eva! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Isabella and her family for the addition of their new baby girl! Isabella looks like 
one HAPPY BIG SISTER! 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY SHOUT OUT! 

Thank you Wranglin’ Cakes for making our monthly birthday cakes for the staff!  
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ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

Parents/Guardians,  

We appreciate your dedication to ensuring that your child(ren) attend school daily and arrive on time, 
ready to learn. 

As you reviewed in the Parent-Student Handbook, the Attendance for Success Act provides 
information about attendance. Please note that absences are excused when notification is provided to 
our office for student illness, limited family emergencies, family deaths, medical, health or legal 
appointments, suspensions, religious holidays, Native American cultural events as stated by the Pueblo 
Governors, deployment of a military parent, limited extenuating circumstances as approved in advance 
by the Director (or designee).  Unexcused absences occur when the school is not notified and/or 
related to non-school sponsored activities or trips, family vacations outside of the normally scheduled 
school breaks, nonapproved cultural days.   

As our attendance team monitors attendance, we will contact families to address any patterns, 
barriers, and work towards prevention and intervention plans as needed.  In extreme situations when 
student attendance doesn’t improve families may be referred to state agencies for more resources.  

Please feel free to call or email me at agallegos@hawest.net for any attendance questions or 
concerns. I truly believe we can work together to provide the BEST education for your child(ren).  

When your student is going to be absent from school please do the following: 

1. Let the teacher know via class communication app (classtag, remind, class dojo etc) 

2. Call the office at 998-0459 and leave a message on the attendance line.  

  Include:  

   1. Parent name 

   2. Student name and grade 

   3. Reason for absence 

3. If email is preferred, email agallegos@hawest.net  
 

  Include 

   1. Attendance in the subject line  

   2. Student name and grade 

   3. Reason for absence 

 

 Thank you for your partnership and support. 

Andrea Gallegos 

Dean of Students. 
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INFORMATION FROM PTO 

 

Moving Night is coming up! We will be showing “Bad Guys” on the field. 

September 22nd 6:30-9:30  

A flyer with more information will be sent home next week! 

 

Gifts-n-Things fundraiser is up and running! Packets have been sent home. Don't forget to set up an 
online account so friends and family can order online and have their items shipped directly to them! 

You can also then email, text or post the child's individual link!  

Visit: SupportMySchool.org or text "Register" to 636-202-1400 

School ID: 980461 

Orders Due on September 6,2022 

 
Dollar Denim Days: 9/8 9/22 10/13 10/27 11/10 12/1 12/15 1/5 1/19 2/2 2/16 3/2 4/13 4/27 5/11. If 
you did not pre-pay, please send $1.00 to school with your child. This is optional. If your child would 
like to participate in a Dollar Demin Day and you are in need of financial assistance , please contact 

Andrea Gallegos at agallegos@hawest.net or 998-0459 ext. 107 

Reminder: PTO is not using Venmo this year. Only cash is accepted for the rest of the year for Dollar 
Denim day. T-shirt Tuesday is run by Sunshine committee, not PTO. Please follow their directions for 
payments.  

 

***If you are interested in helping with any of these events please email us at PTO@hawest.net 

You can follow our PTO on FACEBOOK at PTO at HAW or receive text alerts by texting 
@HAWPTO to 81010. You can also visit our website, under ’programs’ to see the PTO page.  

 

 

INFORMATION FROM OUR HEALTH ASSISTANT 

 

Hello Families, As I am getting more kiddos in the health office, I am realizing some of the Over The 
Counter Consent forms are missing from your child’s medical file. I will be in contact with you if it is 
still needed for your child(ren). We are starting to see lots of allergies, colds and stomach bugs 
circulating around. Parents, please keep your children home if they are coughing, congested, feverish, 
vomiting or having diarrhea. We want to keep everyone as healthy as we can. Also keep in mind that 
students  have to be fever free for 24 hrs without medication to return back to school. I have been 
having so much fun getting to know all of your wonderful kiddos. We are still available for covid 
testing here on campus if needed. Don’t forget you can reach me at 505-998-0459 ex 142 or by email 
hoffice@hawest.net if you have any questions or concerns please don’t hesitate to contact. Thank you 
so much for your time & support.  

Angelique Chavez 
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PICTURE DAY  

Picture day is Monday, September 12, 2022.  To order, go to Lifetouch.com— ORDER NOW— then 
enter PICTURE DAY ID: EVTD9B4DK— start order with your child’s information. Students can 
dress out of uniform in school appropriate clothing for fall picture day. 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE ART ROOM 

Hello everyone I hope y’all had a great week. Our students had a very creative week, and I was busy 
hanging up art in our hallways. I hung up art from Mrs. Rodriguez and Ms. Gutierrez’ Kindergarten 
classes. The next picture is from Ms. Viloria’s first grade class, and Ms. Martin’s fifth grade class. 
The last picture is from Mrs. Y’s second grade class.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I chose our artists of the week from Mrs. Y’s class. They are Brynn Spaltenstein, and Brooklyn 

Montano! Congratulations ladies you did a great job with your rainbow weaving!!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

I will have news about our state fair entries next week. I hope everyone has a fabulous and creative 

weekend    

Thank you! Ms. Whatley  



ILLUMINATING INTERVENTION 

 
Hello HAW families!  
My name is Melissa LaBarre, and I am the reading and math interventionist for third, fourth and 
fifth graders. We have had such a productive first few weeks of school, and I have had so much fun 
working with students to assess needs and make plans to accelerate learning their plans. As you know, 
HAW only has extraordinary classroom teachers that go above and beyond for their students. I am 
so privileged to be invited into classrooms to work with students or to meet with students in small 
groups to build background knowledge and provide interventions that are necessary to help students 
be successful in their current grade. Mae Heermann, intervention for K-2, will also share ideas in this 
section of the newsletter about helping our kids to grow, learn, and excel in their academic pursuits.  
This week, I am thinking about building fact fluency in math. Many of the students that I see or work 
with in the classrooms need reinforcement in this area. Starting young with repetition of addition 
and subtraction facts, and then moving into multiplication and division facts, truly eases math anxiety 
as the skills become more difficult. In this world where we have instant access to information, there 
are very few things that I believe students need to memorize, but math facts from 1-20 need to be 
memorized. Being able to recall 8+7=15 or 7x8=56 quickly and easily, help to alleviate frustration 
when the numbers get bigger or the operations become more complex. 
You can make fluency review a game! In the car, you can see how many math facts you can review 
before you get home. I had a dad who used to tape the answers to simple facts on index cards to the 
wall, and let his child shoot the answer with a nerf gun! There is a plethora of apps that you can add 
to your phone or child’s tablet to help them review. Here is a list to look for:  
Chalkboard Math 
Sushi Monster 
Moose Math 
DragonBox Algebra 5+ 
Reflex 
Operation Math 
Number Rack 
And, being super old like me, I always recommend plain old flash cards. Kids love the one on one 
attention with an adult! 

NEWS FROM COACH BOWKER 

For the past few weeks students have been working on building teamwork skills with their 
classmates, in different types of relay races!  Teams have one goal, to complete the challenges 
together, utilizing everybody's unique skills, whether it be stamina, communication, or using 
different strategies.  Classes have been working together to create a stronger team dynamic by 
playing relay races called "Birds Nest" or "Capture the Flag Relay".  Ask your kiddo to explain these 
races to you.  

Also, I would like to shout out to everyone who has donated to Coach Bowker's Amazon 
Wishlist!!  The support feels amazing, and I've received a bunch of new equipment for all the 
students at HAW!  So thank you again for your donations.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                


