
August 11,  2022 

News On The Horizon 
Dear HAW Community, 

Our first full week is now complete!  It has been so nice to reconnect with students and families.  Today, our 

preschoolers joined us.  While there were a few tears, they did great!  Communication is important to us.  Please 

read our newsletter each week for important updates and reminders.  In addition, we will periodically send out a 

text or phone call as needed.  Often, there is a brief pause before the phone message begins, so please wait to 

listen to the message.  Unless there is an emergency, we will not send those during the day.  If you see our phone 

number come up after 4:00, it is most likely a general announcement for the community.  Follow us on Facebook 

too.     

We are still following the NM PED and NM DOH COVID-safe protocols for schools.  We encourage frequent 

handwashing, optional masking, and social distancing to the greatest extent possible.  If your child tests positive, 

please call our Health Assistant, Ms. Angelique, for further instructions.  There is a quarantine period that is 

dependent on a few factors.  As with any illness, we ask that your child is symptom-free without the aid of any 

medications before returning so that we can reduce the spread to others.  

Thank you for your patience with drop-off and pick-up each day.  I want to remind you that our staff members are 

outside to keep everyone safe.  It is necessary that you follow all directives and that we model kindness in our 

words and actions.  Our kids are watching us.   

Clarification:  cafeteria doors close at 7:55 for drop off.  Students arriving at 7:55 or after, must use the front 

doors.  Thank you.  

Be sure to review the Parent-Student Handbook which is posted under “ABOUT” on our Website.  It is towards the 

bottom of the page in the corner.  Next week, we will send a signature form for all families to return.   

We are always looking for a few good substitute teachers.  We go through ACES employment services.  If you are 

interested in substitute teaching for us, please let me know and I will put you in touch with them.   

Watch for ways you can get involved this year.  We have an amazing PTO (Parent Teacher Organization).  They 
have a Facebook and a new email pto@hawest.net and many of the fun events are now listed on the Website.  

 Thank you for your support and entrusting your child(ren) with us this year.  Let me know what I can do for you 

and your family.  Enjoy the weekend. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Cantrell    

From the desk of our Executive Director, Mrs. Cantrell 

mailto:pto@hawest.net


GENERAL INFORMATION AND REMINDERS: 

• Thank you for your patience and understanding as we settle into the new school year! 

• Let Ms. Andrea know if you need assistance with school uniforms agallegos@hawest.net.  

• 2022-2023 calendar and school supply lists are on our website.  

• August lunch menu is on our website, under ‘Resources’ 

• If you have information about our afterschool program CREW, please contact the manager, 
Jennifer Lacey. Jlacey@hawest.net  

 

BEARS PLEDGE AND BEARS BONUS!! 

Here at Horizon Academy West we are PROUD to be BEARS!! We recite our BEARS PLEDGE 
everyday during announcements and strive to model the pledge and teach our students how to 
demonstrate the BEARS PLEDGE at school and in the community.  This week a BEARS BONUS poster 
was given to all teachers to use with students to reinforce positive behaviors in their classroom. 
Students will work to color in the pieces of the bear by demonstrating our BEARS PLEDGE 
individually and as a class. Throughout the school year, as classes complete the bear we will do a 
school wide recognition shout out and the class gets a something special to celebrate their hard work 
and positive behaviors.  This will be shared throughout the year in our newsletter.  

GO BEARS!! 

Mrs. Andrea Gallegos 

Dean of Students 

 

 

 

HORIZON ACADEMY WEST BEARS 
PLEDGE 

HAW B.E.A.R.S.  

Be brave in everything you do 
Eager to learn 
Achieve your best  
Respect yourself, others, and your 
environment 
Show kindness to all 

HAW BEARS IN THE COMMUNITY 

We love sharing the great things our students are doing in the community. It is especially nice when 
we can relate it to our BEARS PLEDGE.  We will continue the recognition this year. If you would like 
to share information about your child in our newsletter, email information and photo to 
agallegos@hawest.net. 



ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

Parents/Guardians,  

We are happy to be back in the swing of things! I know it can be challenging to adjust to new routines 
and schedules the first couple weeks of school. We appreciate your dedication to ensuring that your 
child(ren) attend school daily and arrive on time, ready to learn. 

As you review the Parent-Student Handbook on our website you will see information about the 
Attendance for Success Act. Please note that absences are excused when notification is provided to 
our office for student illness, limited family emergencies, family deaths, medical, health or legal 
appointments, suspensions, religious holidays, Native American cultural events as stated by the Pueblo 
Governors, deployment of a military parent, limited extenuating circumstances as approved in advance 
by the Director (or designee).  Unexcused absences occur when the school is not notified and/or 
related to non-school sponsored activities or trips, family vacations outside of the normally scheduled 
school breaks, nonapproved cultural days.   

As our attendance team monitors attendance, we will contact families to address any patterns, 
barriers, and work towards prevention and intervention plans as needed.  In extreme situations when 
student attendance doesn’t improve families may be referred to state agencies for more resources.  

Please feel free to call or email me at agallegos@hawest.net for any attendance questions or 
concerns. I truly believe we can work together to provide the BEST education for your child(ren).  

When your student in going to be absent from school please do the following: 

1. Let the teacher know via class communication app (classtag, remind, class dojo etc) 

2. Call the office at 998-0459 and leave a message on the attendance line.  

  Include:  

   1. Parent name 

   2. Student name and grade 

   3. Reason for absence 

3. If email is preferred, email agallegos@hawest.net 

  Include 

   1. Attendance in the subject line  

   2. Student name and grade 

   3. Reason for absence 

 

 Thank you for your partnership and support. 

Andrea Gallegos 

Dean of Students. 

 



INFORMATON FROM OUR HEALTH ASSISTANT 

Parents/Guardians,  

Hello everyone, I am Angelique Chavez and I am the new Health Assistant here at Horizon Academy 
West. I am still missing a few Over the Counter consent forms. Parents if you have these, please send 
in your child’s backpack. With allergy season in full swing many of us including our children may start 
to have symptoms including sneezing, runny/stuffy nose, cough etc. These are also symptoms of Covid-
19, if your child has seasonal allergies and these symptoms are chronic please have your child’s 
pediatrician fax or email documentation on this to avoid your child missing in-person learning. A 
negative Covid test could also help in this instance. We do have testing for COVID-19 here on campus. 
If you are interested please reach out to me hoffice@hawest.net or 505-998-0459 Ext. 142. Please 
remind your kiddos to wash hands and practice healthy habits to keep everyone safe now that we are 
back in class. 

We are also asking for any shoes/crocs donations here at the school to use in case of accidents. If 
you are able to donate please feel free to bring them in during school hours.  I look forward to 

meeting and working with all of you and your lovely children   Feel free to call or email me with any 
questions or concerns. 

Angelique Chavez 

 

INFORMATON FROM PTO 

Welcome HAW families to the new school year, summer seems to be getting shorter and shorter but 
we hope you all enjoyed it! PTO would like to start by saying THANK YOU for all your support last 
year, after a little break from events due to restrictions, we could definitely tell that everyone was 
ready to get back to “normal” life with all the support we received with fundraisers and events 
throughout the year. With your help in supporting our fundraisers, PTO made a $15,000 donation to 
the school to use towards whatever they see fit for our school, purchasing, improvement, etc. This 
did not include the funds donated to each grade level to use as needed for classroom supplies, 
Harvest Fest (which was over $5,000 towards the classrooms) School-Wide Bingo, Movie night, 
Christmas Drive-through, Father/Daughter Dance, Mother/Son movie night, 5th grade end of year 
picnic, field day, snacks for testing, staff appreciation week, and so much more. We hope to continue 
having your support to allow us to put on these events for our staff and students, we can’t do these 
without you. 
 
2022-2023 Events and Fundraisers: 
Family Movie Night- September 22 6:30-9:30 
Harvest Fest- October 27 5:00-8:00pm 
School Wide Bingo- November 17  
Turkey Bingo– tentative date November 17 (info to come) 
Dollar Denim pre pay August 3-11 
Spirit Week- December 12-15 
Holiday Light Drive Through-December 15 6:30-7:30 
Father/Daughter Dance- tentative date Feb 9 
Mother/Son Movie Night March 2 
Staff/Teacher Appreciation Week: May 1-4 
 
Gifts-n-things Catalogue/Online Fundraiser August 16-September 6 
Spring Fundraiser (TBD) January 2023 
Dollar Denim Days: 8/11 8/25 9/8 9/22 10/13 10/27 11/10 12/1 12/15 1/5 1/19 2/2 2/16 3/2 4/13 
4/27 5/11  

***If you are interested in helping with any of these events please email us at PTO@hawest.net  

mailto:hoffice@hawest.net

