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keep track of how 

many students and 

families contribute to 

the RMHC by collect-

ing your McDonalds 

receipts for these 

meals.  

We hope you will be 

able to support our 

efforts. Look for more 

information about this 

important community 

project to come home 

or to be included in 

our HAW newsletter.  

SPECIAL EDUCATION HAS A NEW TEACHER!  

WELCOME SANDRA CROWELL WHEN YOU SEE HER  

WELCOME  TO  ANOTHER EXCITING YEAR IN 

THE LIBRARY!  

Special Ed News: 

We would like to wel-

come Sandra Crowell, 

our new special educa-

tion teacher. Sandra 

was a special education 

teacher in Albuquerque 

Public Schools before 

joining us at Horizon 

Academy West. She is 

certified in Sign Lan-

guage and has an en-

dorsement in teaching 
English as a Second 

Language (ESL). Please 

say hello when you see 

her around campus. 

This year, our Gifted 

students will be en-
gaged in activities to 

try to help the Ronald 

McDonald House 

charities. They have 

met several times to 

discuss a plan. Soon, 

they will start to col-

lect pop-tabs, clothes, 
new toys or games, 

and paper products 

(such as paper plates, 

plastic silverware, trash 

bags, paper towels, 

Kleenex etc.).  

Did you know that 

McDonalds donates a 

percent of every 

Happy Meal/Mighty 

Meal purchased to the 

Ronald McDonald 

House Charities? Our 

students would like to 

have a great year.   

Please see  page 4 for 

your studentsõ library 

day.  

 

Ms. Bran 

You have probably no-

ticed your students 

have begun to check 

books out! Books are 

due every week.  

Please remind your 

students to bring them 

back.  The Scholastic 

Book Fair will be here 

October 18th through 

the 21st.  Watch for 

fliers and get ready for 

all the new books that 

will be at the fair.  Letõs 
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PRINCIPALõS CORNER 

Dear Parents, Guardians, 

 

Thank you for coming to our open 

house!  It was great to see familiar faces 

and meet new ones. 

  It is important for us to give our chil-

dren a nurturing learning environment 

and an opportunity for every child to 

learn.   As I was walking through class-

rooms this week observing how our chil-

dren are learning I had the opportunity 
to ask some of our Kindergarten and 2nd 

graders a few questions.  I would like to 

share with you some of the answers that 

I got about our school. 

What do you like most about school?   Nap-

ping and eating snacks! (Kindergarten) 

What is your biggest challenge in Kindergar-

ten?  Homework!  My mom helped me 

make my little person because it was 

hard for me. 

What do you do in Reading class?  We 

sang to the bunny. 

What do you like about 2nd grade?  We get 

to learn and other stuff. 

What do you learn in 2nd grade?   

All kinds of stuff like fractions. 

 

What is your favorite other stuff?  Recess is 
a fun spot for every kid and science be-

cause you learn about bugs you donõt 

know. 

 

 

 

I know your children are enjoying learning as 

much as we are teaching.  Thank you for 

sharing your children with us!  As always, if 

you need to contact me, you can call the 

school at 998-0459 or stop in the office.   

Have a safe and enjoyable Labor Day week-

end! 

Cynthia Carter                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Principal 
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Important Notice:  This will be the last 

hardcopy going home.  After this the 

newsletter can be found on our web-

site. 

 

Important Dates for Everyone:  

  

 September 6th there will be no school be-

cause of the Labor Day Holiday.  

   

September 10th is a school day and the last 

day of Entertainment Book Sales.  

   

September 15th is the Fifth Grade Field 

Trip.  

  

September 28 -29 Progress Reports will be 

going home.  Thank You.  



FAMILY LITERACY  

At Horizon Academy West, we 
are always looking for ways to 

partner with families to increase 
literacy across our community.  
We can provide instruction, les-
sons, & materials however, be-

low are ways for our students to 
learn from their biggest advo-

cateséYOU! 

10 Ways for Par-
ents to Encourage 
Reading  
The following are some ways to turn a 
young reader's reluctance into enthusi-
asm:  

1.   Scout for things your children 
might like to read.   Use their in-

terests and hobbies as starting 

points.  

2.   Leave all sorts of reading ma-
terials including books, maga-
zines, and colorful catalogs in 

conspicuous places around your 

home.  

3.   Notice what attracts your chil-
dren's attention, even if they only 

look at the pictures.   Then build 

on that interest; read a short selection aloud, or simply 

bring home more information on the same subject.  

4.   Let your children see you reading for pleasure in 

your spare time.  

5.   Take your children to the library regularly.   Explore 

the children's section together.   Ask a librarian to sug-

gest books and magazines your children might enjoy.  

6.   Present reading as an activity with a purpose; a 
way to gather useful information for, say, making pa-
per airplanes, identifying a doll or stamp in your child's 

collection, or planning a family trip.  

7.   Encourage older children to read to their younger 

brothers and sisters.   Older children enjoy showing off 

their skills to an admiring audience.  

8.   Play games that are reading - related.   Check your 
closet for spelling games played with letter tiles or 

dice, or board games that require players to read 

spaces, cards, and directions.  

9.   Perhaps over dinner, while you're running errands, 
or in another informal setting, share your reactions to 
things you read, and encourage your children to do 

likewise.    

10.   Set aside a regular time for reading in your family, 

independent of schoolwork, the 20 minutes before 
lights out, just after dinner, or whatever fits into your 

household schedule.   As little as 10 minutes of free 
reading a day can help improve your child's skills and 

habits.    
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1900 Atrisco Rd. NW 

Albuquerque, NM 87120 

Phone: 505-998-0459 

Fax: 505-998-0463 

Frontdesk@hawest.net 

WEõRE ON THE WEB! 

 

WWW.HAWEST.NET  

Horizon Academy West  

Painted with care by 1st ï 6th grade students in 

May 2010 

Our campus is made more beautiful thanks to: 

ñKeep New Mexico Beautiful, 

Inc., through a grant from New 

Mexico Clean and Beautiful, a 

division of the New Mexico 

Tourism Departmentò 
These planters contain pollinator friendly 

plants attracting bees, butterflies, hum-

mingbirds, or other pollinators essential 

to preserving the beauty of New Mex-

icoôs wildlife and our future.  

Thanks also to Home Depot and the Rio Val-

ley Greenhouse. 

Library Days For Your Student:  

 

Monday: Mr. Briggs, Ms. Carrillo, 

Ms. Sandoval, Ms. Reynolds, Mr. 

Wehner, Ms. Bryce.  

 

Tuesday: Ms. Rodriguez, Ms. Mir-

abol, Ms. Rich, Ms. Martin, Mr. 

Baldinell, Ms. Haynes, Mr.  

Milinazzo.  

 

Wednesday: Ms. Stoffan, Ms. 

Lacy, Ms. Bennett, Ms. Hanks, 

Mr. Lucero, Ms. Mac, Mr. Peak.  

Newsletter Staff: Mr. Lucero, Mr. Baldinell, Mr. Wehner, Mr. 

Peak, Mr. Briggs, Mr. Stary, Coach Woody, Mr. Milinazzo 

 

If you have anything to add to our newsletter, please contact one 

of our staff.  THANK YOU. 

mailto:Frontdesk@hawest.net


Announcing the 1 st Annual HAW Spelling Bee!  

 

Are you a good speller? Do you want to be a good speller? 

Then why not enter the 1st annual HAW Spelling Bee!!! 

It costs you nothingéthatõs righténothing! You have nothing to 

lose! 

Students in Grades 2-6 are eligible. 

You get a word list to study at your grade level and beyond. 

You get study sessions here at school and practice mini-bees. 

You get to play fun word games online with Merriam Webster. 

You could win a free 1-year subscription to Encyclopedia Britannica! 

You could raise money for our school, just because you can spell, by 

participating in the Great American Spell Check! 

You could win your grade level spelling bee. Then you could win the 

school spelling bee. Then you could win the Bernalillo County spell-

ing bee. Then you could win the New Mexico spelling bee. Then you 

could actually win the national spelling bee!!!!! WoW! 

Participation in our 1st annual spelling bee is voluntary. But, it will re-

quire effort, motivation, and the desire to achieve a personal best. 

More information will come. Talk it over at home. Then if you are in-

terested, please let your teacher know by September 16th . 



HORIZON ACADEMY WEST  

PTO BOARD FOR  

SCHOOL YEAR 2010 -2011 

 

Stephanie Graham   President  

Bobby Sanchez   Vice President  

Leisha Sanchez   Treasurer  

Ruth Hoover    Secretary  

Jesse Graham   Corresponding Secretary  

 

 

HAW PTO SCHEDULE OF  

WHATõS HAPPENING IN 

THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER  

 

September 2nd  Chocolate Sales Starts and $ Denim Day  

 

September 8th   Snack Sales After School at 3:30pm  

 

September 16th   Dollar Denim Day  

 

September 22nd   Snack Sales After School at 3:30pm  

 

September 23rd  Chocolate Sales End.  All Money Turned In  

 

September 30th   Dollar Denim Day  



Mrs. Whatleyõs Art Class! Welcome back to a new art year! Itôs going to 

be exciting. We will have an art display at the State Fair in the school arts build-
ing of our students art work; I will let the students know who will be showing. We 
are going to participate in the Artsonia website again this year, with a portion to 
anything that is purchased to come to our school in art supplies, last year I was 
able to buy markers for our classroom. Since we will only have one newsletter a 
month we will have only one artworks of the month this year. Thanks to all the 
parents for their support for art at Horizon Academy West 

 

Artworks of the Month are by Mrs. Bennettôs 2nd grade class, They drew their 
name and the year that they were born in block letters and then colored in the 
negative space around each letter, I think that they came out great! Good job 
class! 


